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AGENDA 
 

for the Quarterly Meeting of the Association to be held on  
Friday 22

nd
 April 2016 at 10.30am 

at the Royal Oak The Cross Welshpool 
 

1. Welcome by the Mayor of Welshpool 
To receive a welcome from the Mayor of Welshpool Cllr Malcolm Douglass. 

 
2. Notice of the meeting 

To receive the notice of the meeting. 
 
3. Apologies for absence 

To receive any apologies for absence. 
 
4. Minutes of the last meeting 

To approve the minutes of the last meeting. (see appendix A) 
 
5.       Executive Meeting 

To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2016. (see 
appendix B) 
 

6.      Actions taken since the last meeting 
To consider actions taken since the last quarterly meeting. 
 
Meeting with the Minister 
To receive a report on a letter to the Minister expressing grave concern that 
the Association's views which represented 36 councils, was not considered a 
high enough number of responses and to further request a meeting with the 
Minister. 
 
Speaker for Annual Meeting 
To receive a report on a speaker for the annual meeting: 
 

Betsi Cadwaladr Health Board for this first choice  
Welsh Local Government Minister  
Welsh Health Minister  
New Police Commissioner North Wales 

 
Consultations 
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To note the consultations presented to the Welsh Government: 
 
  Rail Franchise Consultation 
  Local Government (Wales) Bill Consultation 
 

7.       Financial Report 
To consider the financial report from the secretary. (see appendix C) 

 
8.       Local Government Re-organisation 

To receive an update and in particular a report from the Welsh Government 
meeting held in Llandudno on the subject. 
 

9.      Boundary Commission for Wales (Local Government (Wales) Bill) 
To consider a report on a meeting between the Boundary Commission, the 
Cllr E Butler, Cllr B Roberts and Robert Robinson Secretary. (see appendix D) 
 

10.       Understanding the powers and duties of the County and Town Councils 
To consider the Powers and Duties of both Principle and Local Councils. 
To consider how this affects the decision making of Local Councils with 
regard to the protection of public services. (see appendix E) 

 
11.       Understanding how the County Finances work 

To information on how the County Council finances work and why the cut in 
funding at Welsh Government is so crucial. (see appendix F) 

 
12.       Montgomeryshire Canal re-opening Plans 

To consider an update on the re-opening of the canal and proposals to take 
the project forward.  This would link Llangollen with Welshpool. 

 
13.       Policing issues in Mid and North Wales 

To share knowledge on crime and antisocial behaviour in each area and how 
the police go about delivery of their services within this area. 
Rhyl has a new police initiative and a member of the Police is to be invited to 
the October meeting when the scheme has been up and running for a while. 

 
14.      Health Studies 

To receive a report on progress with: 
 The North Wales Health Study 
 The Mid Wales Health Study 
 

15.      Wind Farms update 
To receive an update on the following: 
 The new regulations and approval process 
 Subsidies and the future 
 Transportation and works taking place 
 The current position on proposed wind farms 
 

16.      A consultation example 
To receive information on the Welshpool Public Services Consultation and 
their results. 
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17.      Service Delivery 
To compare the various County Council approaches to funding of service 
delivery.  Schedule to be issued at the meeting. 
To consider alternative methods of delivering local services. 
 

18.      Gwynedd Council and the Welsh Language  
To consider the letter attached at appendix G. 
 

19.      Any other relevant business 
To consider any other business notified to the Chair or Secretary prior to the 
start of the meeting. 

 
20.      Dates of future meetings 
 To notice the dates of future meetings as follows: 
 

Quarterly Meetings  
 15th July 2016 (annual meeting) at Connah’s  Quay Civic Halls at 10.30am  
  
 Executive Meetings 

 10th June 2016 at10.30am at Rhyl Town Council Offices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

 
 

 MINUTES 
 

of the quarterly meeting of the Association held on  
Friday, 22 January 2016 at 10:30 AM at Llandudno. 

 
The record of attendance is: 
 
 
Council 

 
Present 

 
Apologies 
 

Officers Cllr Eve Butler (Chair) 
Cllr B C Roberts (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Joan Butterfield (President) 

 Robert Robinson  
(Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

ABERGELE TOWN COUNCIL Cllr R Waters  Cllr John A MacLennan 

ARGOED COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

R Hampson Jones 
Cllr J Taylor 

Cllr J Holiday 
Cllr J Norwood 

BANGOR CITY COUNCIL I Jones Town Clerk Cllr Derek Hainge  
 

BAGILLT  COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

Cllr C R Williams  

BAY OF COLWYN TOWN 
COUNCIL 

Cllr Mrs H Meredith 
 

Tina Earley Clerk 
Cllr Lindsay Griffiths 
Cllr Mrs Roy 

BUCKLEY TOWN COUNCIL Cllr A Woolley 
 

Cllr J Woolley 
Cllr A Williams 

CAERWYS TOWN COUNCIL Cllr J Webb    

CAIA PARK COMMUNITY 
CONCIL 

  
 

  

CONNAH’S QUAY TOWN 
COUNCIL 

Cllr P Attridge 
S Goodrum (Clerk) 

 Cllr R Hill 
Cllr C Grainger 

CONWY TOWN COUNCIL Cllr H Roberts 
H Barritt Town Clerk 

Cllr R Parker 

DENBIGH TOWN COUNCIL  Cllr R Bartley    

FLINT TOWN COUNCIL Cllr David Cox 
A Loveridge Town Clerk 

Cllr L Jones 
Cllr Terry Renshaw 

HAWARDEN COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

  
 

  

HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL Cllr P Curtis C Pierce Clerk 
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 Cllr Karin Davies 
Cllr P York 

LLANFAIR CAEREINION 
TOWN COUNCIL 

  Viki Griffiths Clerk 
Cllr K Astley 

LLANDUDNO TOWN 
COUNCIL 

Cllr B Bertola 
L Mernes Deputy Clerk 

  

LLANASA TOWN COUNCIL      

LLANFAIRFECHAN TOWN 
COUNCIL 

Cllr C Gell  
 

 

LLANDRINO & ARDLEEN 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

  C Davies (Clerk) 

LLANDYSILIO COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

  C Davies (Clerk) 
Cllr Frances Buckingham 

LLANGOLLEN TOWN 
COUNCIL 

     

MEINAI BRIDGE TOWN 
COUNCIL 

Cllr D M Davies 
 

 Cllr H Hunt 

PENMAENMAWR TOWN 
COUNCIL 

 Cllr M Baines 
Mel Ab-Owain Town Clerk 

  

PRESTATYN TOWN COUNCIL N Acott Clerk  

Cllr J Szabo   

   

 

RHUDDLAN TOWN COUNCIL  Cllr M Kermode    

RHYL TOWN COUNCIL Cllr J Chamberlain-Jones 
G Nickels Clerk 

Cllr A Jones 

RUTHIN TOWN COUNCIL Cllr G Woolford 
Cllr A Roberts 

  
 

SHOTTON TOWN COUNCIL     

ST ASAPH CITY COUNCIL  Cllr Elsie Powell 
Cllr Barbara Rust 
Cllr P G Morton 
Helen Stewart Clerk 

TOWYN AND KINMELL BAY 
TOWN COUNCIL 

Cllr B McLaughlin 
Cllr B Darwin  
Cllr M Roberts 

Cllr K Stone 
Hayley Parkes Clerk 

WELSHPOOL TOWN 
COUNCIL 

 Cllr Ann Holloway 
Cllr Hazel Evans 
Cllr Estelle Bleivas 

 
1. Record of attendance 
The record of attendance and list of apologies is as above. 
The meeting was informed of various members who were unwell. It was agreed that 
get well cards would be sent to each of the 4 members. 
 
It was reported that the Secretary was unable to make the meeting due to an 
unfortunate breakdown of his car.  In his absence the Assistant Secretary Ian Jones 
agreed to take the minutes and forward actions from the meeting. 
 
2. Welcome by the Mayor of Llandudno  
The meeting was welcomed by Councillor F Bradfield Mayor of Llandudno Town 
Council. 
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3.  Minutes of the last meeting  
The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved subject to one alteration on the 
attendance list. 
 
4.  Actions taken since last meeting 
A short and concise report was received on the actions taken since the last meeting 
in relation to the following:  
 

1. Responses to consultation to the Welsh Government regarding General 
Practice Doctors 
2.Meeting the Minister for Local Government  
3. Letter to remind clerks of the need for a new Secretary from July 2017. 

 
5.  Financial report 
The meeting received the accounts for the period 2/31 of the third 2016 which was 
approved. 

 
6.  Minutes of the Executive meeting  
The meeting was held on 11th of December 2015.  
 
The meeting received the Minutes of the above meeting and noted in particular the 
current issues relating to boundary changes, devolved services from 
principal authorities, issues relating to staff i.e. TUPE, pensions and 
the fact that the budget from principle authorities did not necessarily follow 
the devolved service.  
Concern was expressed that having written to the Local Government Minister 
requesting a meeting about proposed Local Government reform in Wales, the 
Minister had refused due to the "lack of appropriate responses to the consultation".  
 
The meeting AGREED  that the Secretary writes to the Minister expressing grave 
concern that the Association's views which represented 36 councils, was not 
considered a high enough number of responses and to further request a meeting 
with the Minister; the Secretary to report back once the response of been received 
from the Minister. 
 
7. Local Government Reorganisation 
The meeting considered the main points from The Draft Local Government (Wales) 
Bill headline which was published and was planned to progress soon after the May 
2016 Welsh Government elections. The Bill had several sections directly 
affecting Town Community Councils was due out during the autumn of 2016. 
 
Members discussed the various sections of the Consultation Paper and agreed 
the following statements be submitted as part of the Associations response 
to the consultation documents. 
 

i) Delete Mayors from Counties keep at local level 
 
ii)  Concern at Clerk's qualification as only about 13 CiLCA qualified in Wales, 
other qualifications should be recognised especially professional - 
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Accountants, Lawyers, Chartered Secretaries, Surveyors etc. as well as 
experienced Clerks.  
 
iii)  Concern at policing of Powers of Competence and Council's declaring 
themselves but only paying lip service, this needs careful thought. 
 
iv)  Concern as to transfer of services and TUPE - if no money follows to 
service T&CCs may not take them over.  Council’s should not ‘be held to 
ransom’ with TUPE. All in all members felt that for this to be at all workable it 
needed careful consideration and the General Powers of Competence 
(GPOC) needed reviewing. 
 

8. Experiences from Local Councils 
i) public toilets Councillor Bertola of Llandudno Town Council made a statement in 
support of the community public toilet scheme which had been successful in his 
town.  He said that businesses were encouraged to open up their convenience for 
the 
general public usage supported with a grant of up to £600. 
ii) two other case studies were to be given by the Secretary and would now be 
deferred. 
 
9.  North Wales Health Study Update  
The Assistant Secretary Ian Jones updated the meeting on developments with the 
North Wales Health Board.  He had been in conversation with the Interim Head of 
Engagement at Betsi Cadwaladr Health Board regarding engagement activities and 
partnership arrangements.  The Assistant Secretary reported that a representative of 
Betsi Cadwaladr Health Board would at some point in the near future like to request 
in the meeting with the Association as part of its Community Engagement priorities 
which had been cited as lacking direction when the Board went into Special 
Measures.  Members at the meeting by pleased to receive this news. 
 
10. Conference and Annual Meeting 2016  
Members asked that the speaker be invited to attend the Annual Meeting.   
 

A preference was for Betsi Cadwaladr Health Board for this first choice  
Second shows Welsh Local Government Minister  
Third choice Welsh Health Minister  
Fourth choice New Police Commissioner North Wales 

 
11.  Freedom of Information Act  
A proposal was tabled by Brian Bertola of Llandudno Town Council to oppose any 
the changes to the Freedom of Information Act which would water down the current 
legislation, and the Association would support any campaign against this.   
The meeting AGREED to support this. 
 
12.  Proposals at Future Meetings 
The meeting agreed that any future proposals which are tabled at future 
meetings should be circulated on paper, preferably in advance 
. 
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13. Bale–In Directive 2014  
Cllr  E. Woolley of Buckley Town Council informed members that the 
new Bale-in Directive 2014 gave the of banks the power to take money 
from accounts with over £100K deposits, should they be in danger of collapsing.  
The UK was fully compliant with this legislation. 
 
14. Dates Of Future Meetings: 
 
 Quarterly Meetings  
  22nd  April 2016  Welshpool 
  15th July 2016 (annual meeting) – Connah’s  Quay. 
 10.30am start in all cases. 
  
 Executive Meetings 

  11th March 2016 

  10th June 2016 

 10.30am start in all cases.  Meetings held at Rhyl Town Council Offices. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

of a meeting of the Executive held on  
Friday 11

th
 March 2016 at 10.30am 

at Rhyl Town Council Offices 
 
Present were: 
Cllr E Butler (Chair), Cllr B Roberts (Vice Chair), Robert Robinson (Secretary), Cllr B 
Bertola, Cllr D Haines and Cllr T Renshaw. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
The meeting received apologies for absence from Cllr A Holloway. 

 
2. Minutes of the last meeting 
The meeting approved the minutes of the last meeting. 

 
3. Welsh Government Consultation held in Llandudno 
The meeting considered a report on the consultation held in Llandudno regarding the 
Local Government (Wales) Bill.  Generally the feeling was that the meeting achieved 
very little. Most Councils present had already completed their consultations before 
the date of this meeting. 

 
4. Consultations 
The meeting noted that the following consultations have been presented to the 
Welsh Government: 

  Rail Franchise Consultation 
  Local Government (Wales) Bill Consultation 
 

5. Financial Report 
The meeting considered a short financial report which will be added to the main 
meeting agenda. 
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6. Agenda for next Quarterly Meeting 
The meeting considered the agenda for the next quarterly meeting and this was 
agreed. 
The request from Rhyl Council to invite the North Wales Police to the next meeting 
was considered.  As the next meeting is in Welshpool and the Police (from past 
experience) do not cross borders it was agreed that they should be invited to the 
October meeting when the scheme will also have been up and running.  Welshpool 
also has an initiative being put together at this time which may benefit from knowing 
how Rhyl and its new approach is working. 
 
7. Succession planning 
The Secretary raised the subject of succession planning. No one has come forward 
to take over from July 2017.  Welshpool Town Council is also working on a 
succession plan with more information being known by April. 
A report on the way forward will be issued before the Annual Meeting. 
 
8. Welshpool Town Council 
The Chair was asked to write to the Mayor of Welshpool Cllr M Douglass expressing 

the Associations thanks for the work they do for the Association through the Office 

and their Town Clerk. 

9. One Voice Wales 
It was noted that Richard Waters has been elected vice chair of OVW. Ian Jones 
(assistant secretary) will report back on a possible closer working relationship 
between the two associations. 
 
10. Gavel for outgoing Chair 
The Chair already has a Gavel form her last term as Chair of the Association.  The 
Chair will let the Secretary have the past one so that the new dates can be added. 
 
11. Date of next meeting 
Friday 10th June 2016 10.30am to be held at Rhyl Town Council Offices. 
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APPENDIX C 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT – APRIL 2016 
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APPENDIX D 
 

NORTH AND MID WALES ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

REPORT ON THE BOUNDARIES COMMISSION – MARCH 2016 

Introduction 

Cllr E Butler (Chair) and Cllr B Roberts (Vice Chair) with the Robert Robinson 

(secretary) met with two officers of the Boundary Commission for Wales in Cardiff. 

The purpose of the visit was to find out how far the process of the new boundaries 

for Town and Community Councils had reached and to seek to influence and offer 

any help with regard to the issues raised in the Local Government (Wales) Bill. 

 

Issues discussed 

The issues covered in the discussions included: 

i) The Boundary Commission has instructions to proceed with 

Parliamentary and County Council Ward considerations.  

ii) The Commission also confirm that they will be setting Town and 

Community Council boundaries. They will consult with the County 

Councils as well as the Town and Community Councils. 

iii) The 6 year term for Town and Community Councillors (2017-2023) 

iv) The influx of students in some towns increasing the population. 

v) The size of communities v land mass. 

vi) The timescale for introducing such new Councils. 

vii) Cultures and the issues of the last Boundary Review of wards. 

viii) The Commission confirmed that in almost all cases there will be joining 

of wards or councils and not division. 

ix) The new Councils are likely to be population/electorate based with a 

plus or minus 5% limit on a common size. 

 

The County Boundaries 

The Boundary Commission is not convinced that the current 8/9 County Councils will 

be the end result. Indeed the Commission also confirmed that Powys may yet not be 

left as a single county on its own. 

 

The Town and Community Boundaries 

The Commission has no guidance on how this will be done when Town and 

Community Councils combine or enlarge from Welsh Government. 

The issues which the Commission will need to address are: 

i) Language and culture of each Community. 

ii) Size v landscape of any new Councils. 

iii) The new Councils are likely to be around 100 in number. 
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Actions to be taken forward 

The Commission would be interested in a report on the following: 

i) Any ideas on a transition plan for Town and Community Councils 

ii) Any research information on grouping of Councils highlighting those 

who would like to go together and the issues raised during the 

exercise. 

 

 

Robert A Robinson FRICS FILCM 

Secretary 
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APPENDIX E 
 

NORTH AND MID WALES ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

Principle Authorities 
 

All principle authorities must set a budget, precept, hold regular meetings and 
appoint such staff as is needed to meet their statutory obligations. 
 
The principle Councils also collect Council Tax, Business Rates (and then pass them 
onto the Welsh Government) and administer the benefits system. 
 
The following are the usual services carried out by a Principle Authority, however 
some are not statutory duties. 
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16 
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However, the County Councils have not got to provide services in a particular way 
and therefore the following examples are not statutory services: 
 
 Public Toilets    Tourist Information Centres 
 Day Centres    Street lighting in all locations 
 Libraries in all locations  Youth Services for each area 
 Local buses    Free school transport 
 
Often the level of service delivery delivered is greater than their statutory duty. Ie 
Street cleaning, litter bins etc are not statutory duties, however ‘keeping the streets 
environmentally safe’ is. 
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Town and Community Councils 
 

All Town and Community Councils have a statutory duty to set a budget & precept, 
hold 3 meetings per annum, adopt the code of conduct and standing orders along 
with provision for financial management. 
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In addition the Town and Community Councils have powers under various statutory 
rules to run the following: 
 
 Street cleaning, litter bins, graffiti and fly tipping. 
 Day Centres. 
 Grant aid for local bus services. 
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 APPENDIX F 
 

County Council Finances 
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APPENDIX G 
 

 
 
 


