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MINUTES 

 

Of a meeting of the Committee held by Zoom on 

Friday 2nd July 2021 at 10.30am 

 

1. Record of attendance 

Present at the meeting were: 

 

Cllr Peter Morton (Chair)   

Lowri Joyce (Transport for Wales  Carolyn Williams (Transport for Wales)  

Alyn Ashworth (Denbigh)   Michael Davies (Menai Bridge) 

Ian Hodge (Holywell)    Barry Mellor (Rhyl) 

Paul Richards (Bay of Colwyn)  Bob Saxby (Rail Future) 

Selywn Williams (Menai Bridge)  Andrew Wood (Conway)     

Robert Robinson (Secretary) 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a correct record. 

 

3. Actions taken since the last meeting 

The Secretary outlined the actions taken since the last meeting. 

 

4. Transport for Wales 

The following were the main points of discussion: 

 

i) General 

It was reported that 70-80% of rail services are now running. 

All units are in use and all staff back at work. 

Passenger numbers are increasing. 

All passengers are encouraged to wear face masks. 

 

ii) Community Safety 

Community Safety is being promoted with visits to schools etc. 

Trespass on the lines is increasing. 

 

iii) Gerald’s return 

The Holyhead Cardiff premier service has restarted. TfW is looking for 

‘guinea pigs’ to try it out and report back as the passenger offering is 

changing. 
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iv) Stations with shorter platforms 

The issue of no all trains stopping at stations such as Conwy was 

discussed.  Both sides recognise there is an issue and that it needs 

addressing.  TfW is working on a solution. 

 

v) Future train formations 

The subject of future train formations was discussed again. The issues 

still revolve around less seating and the single toilet on two car units. 

TfW have agreed to produce details of the number of seats per day 

(pre-covid) along the North Coast line against the number of seats per 

day when the new trains and timetables click in. 

 

vi) Timetabling 

There is still some concern as to how the new timetabling will work 

taking into account various statements made by Welsh Government 

and Transport for Wales.  Particularly around the trains which serve 

both the North Coast and the Cambrian Lines. 

 

vii) Train mock ups 

There is depot at Taff’s Well in Cardiff where in due course members 

can visit and see the new trains for real. 

 

viii) Liverpool Chester service 

There were issues identified around how the above service is 

publicised.  The service needs to come up on the web site more easily. 

 

ix) Carnarvon 

When new signalling is provided in the area around Bangor it is 

suggested that it includes for a rail extension to Carnarvon (maybe a 

line to re-open in the future). 

 

x) New and re-opening stations 

The meeting noted that among the proposals in the Network Rail Plan 

Holywell Station is due to re-open. 

 

xi) Staffing 

TfW confirmed that they did experience the Covid 19 sickness levels 

that many organisations found.  Things have improved now to levels 

where it is not an issue for service delivery. 
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xii) Manchester Airport service 

The results on the consultation regarding the North Coast to 

Manchester Airport Service were awaited.  This group did object to any 

change to the existing arrangements. 

However TfW (who wish the service to remain) fear there may be 

changes coming forward to this service. 

 

xiii) Rhyl-Ruthin disused line 

The meeting expressed interest in any plans to re-open this line. 

 

xiv) Anglesey – Amwich Service 

The meeting expressed interest in any plans to re-open this line. It was 

noted that this line is recognised in the Network Rail Future Plan for re-

opening. 

 

5. Network Rail 

Network Rail were not present at the meeting and there was no discussion around 

this aspect of rail delivery. 

There are no planned works or line closures this year that have been notified. 

 

6. British Transport Police 

The British Transport Police were not present and there were no major issues to 

pass onto them. 

 

However, the issue of face masks on trains was raised.  It appears that more and 

more people are not wearing them.  There is some ambiguity around whether it is 

mandatory.  This matter will be passed to the BTP so that they are aware of it (we 

are sure they are). 

 

7. Audits 

The meeting approved the following documents which will now be formally passed to 

Transport for Wales: 

 

 North Coast Rail Station Audit 

 North Coast Rail Dementia Audit 

 

The Station Audit is to include a note about re-organisation of bus provision at 

Bangor Station. 
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In due course a station audit of the Bidston-Wrexham line and the Conwy Valley line 

is planned to take place. 

 

8. Other matters of interest 

 

a) Dalgarrog Station 

A discussion took place around access from the station to the community.  

TfW is working with other agencies to re-open the footbridge which would give 

access. 

 

9. Date of next meeting 

The date of the next meeting is to be Friday 1st October 2021 at 10.30am by Zoom. 

 

10. Actions being taken forward 

The actions to be taken forward from the meeting are: 

 

No Item Action by 

1 Minutes to be circulated to all present Robert Robinson 

2 Issue approved copy of the Station Audit Robert Robinson 

3 Issue approved copy of the Dementia Audit Robert Robinson 

4 Passenger seats per day pre Covid against new 
train and timetable delivery to be issues. 

Lowri Joyce 

 


